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Get in the Game!  

By Sherry Welch
It’s hard to believe that it is already time to think about “back to school”.  The phrase brings a wide range of emotions.  Some parents look forward to the return of order to their household.  While some mourn the introduction of their child into pre-school, kindergarten, or even more scary – college!  For our children, the emotions of returning to school are also many:  from the excitement in renewing friendships missed over the summer break, to the dread of early mornings on the bus and long afternoons of homework.  No doubt about it, back to school is an emotional time.  
With the return to school also comes football season!  For many, this is the highlight of fall; whether they are watching or playing, there is nothing like it.  Eleven players from each team take the field, wrapped in padding to the size of giants with helmets and face guards.  They stand face to face, or really rather hunched over as if set to pounce, ready to meet their opposition full force.  But, football is not completely about brute force – even if the players look like giants.  It is a game of strategy and teamwork.  But it also requires having the courage to get in the game.  

Sometimes the emotions we face in life seem like these football giants.  We allow fear, self-doubt and previous failures to inflate to monstrous size.  For some of us, we would rather sit on the sidelines of life than risk getting in the game because these emotional giants have taken over our playing field.  What are the giants you face in life?  What emotional strains and sprains have kept you out of the game?  This month at Wednesday Night at the Esquire we will explore some Biblical truths about how to conquer our emotions, face our giants and get ourselves in to the game of real life – eternal life through Jesus Christ!  
You can check out the weekly schedule on the internet at www.WNATE.org and then get connected on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.  The Esquire is located one block north of the Square in Bolivar at 119 E. Chestnut Street.  We will wind up the August “Get in the Game” series with a special guest appearance by former NFL player, E. J. Junior, on Wednesday, August 22.  Junior played 13 years in the NFL for the St. Louis Cardinals, Miami Dolphins, and Seattle Seahawks.  He is currently coaching for the SBU Bearcats.  
And then, plan to attend the movie event of the season – FACING THE GIANTS -- on Saturday, August 25.  FACING THE GIANTS follows the story of a football coach at a Christian high school who uses his faith in God to guide and strengthen the decisions he makes at home and on the field with his players.  In his defeats—personal and professional—he turns to prayer. As his perspective changes, so do lives and events among his players and in the school where he teaches.  If you’re overdue for a great, great night at the movies, plan now to see FACING THE GIANTS.  We encourage you to bring a group with you!   Movie night at the Esquire is always free – along with the popcorn and soft drinks.  Sharing faith, offering hope, and showing love – that’s what we are all about at the Esquire.  So, get in the game, and I’ll see you there!  
Sherry Welch is a member of the Esquire Leadership Team and can be seen (and heard) most Wednesday nights on the Esquire stage as she presents announcements and important Esquire news.  Sherry works for Citizens Memorial Healthcare; she and Warren and their grandson, Peaeye, live in Bolivar.
