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A Note From Billy...

Have you noticed — and Betty usually rescued them. Sec-
cavemen are making a come- Or, the guys would figure it out ond, even
back these days? Cavemen are somehow just in time to avoid when Fred
in; they're popular again. But, | trouble (usually from the women and Barney
was caveman before it was cool. folk). Perpetuating caveman had some
| grew up on them. You proba- myths seemed to be the tough
bly did too. dominant themes. Cavemen are: times (and

Back then, it was an
animated family called “The
Flintstones”. Today, it's an
insurance company’s infamous
commercial (with the tag-line:
“So easy a caveman can do it").
There’s even a current sitcom
trying to capitalize on their
popularity resurgence. In the
late 80’s/early 90’s there was a
comedian in Dallas who did a
long playing stint based on
contemporary men still acting
like cavemen. He was hilarious
and the women especially like
his show. | saw it twice (once for
graduate school extra credit!).
You know what | learned?
Cavemen make easy targets.

| mean, think about Fred &
Barney for a minute with me.

lazy, stupid, easily amused and
are always getting into trouble.
Old myths die hard (if ever).

But, | think my childhood
cartoon cavemen (my vicarious
brothers in arms!) got some
things right too. I'll give you two
examples.

First, Fred and Barney were
friends through thick and thin.
With few exceptions, they could
count on each other. These
guys worked together, bowled
together, and went to the same
lodge and their families spent
time together as next-door
neighbors. They liked each
other (most of the time) and
knew how to make a friendship
work. That's saying something
because being friends is hard

like all friends they had their
fair-share) they eventually
worked it out Somehow. Sure,
there was some basic caveman
behavior, but ultimately these
two guys worked through it
(sometimes with an assist from
their spouses). They knew that
friends can learn to handle
conflict together.

There you have it — proof
that it's “so easy a caveman can
do it.” If Fred and Barney could
do it, we can too. We can learn
how to be friends and how to
handle our conflicts together.
But sometimes it takes a
caveman or two to show us
how.

See you at the Esquire!
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Music from the Hear¢

The reason you need to
know about this church is
because even though it was
very small — on a good Sun-
day we’d have thirty or thirty-
five in attendance — everyone
there loved to sing. When the
choir filled up there would
only be five or six folks left out
in the congregation to listen.

The ones left were mainly
either too sick or too old to
walk up into the choir pews or
they’d have been there too. |
guess the main reason we all
went into the choir pews was
to be closer to the piano, and
because all the basses could
sit together, the tenors could
sit together and so on. Every
person sang on a part and we
learned to read music — the
shape note kind — in the same
way we learned to talk — by
listening to others around us
and imitating what they did.
This was great musical train-
ing, | just didn’t know it at the
time. | thought we were just
praising God the only way we
knew how.

The Spirit did move on a
regular basis during those
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singing times, too. | recall
the piano player would get so
excited at times that she
would begin whistling right in
the middle songs — on key
and in tune. Not knowing
any better at the time, |
thought this was perfectly
normal and figured most
churches had a piano player
that whistled while they
played.

Anyway, | suppose that
special little church is how
any musical ability | have got
started. Without this begin-
ning, | am sure someone else
would be on the Esquire
stage every Wednesday.

Looking for a Bible Study?
There are lots of new 6 and 8
eek Bible Studies starting ver
soon. Look for print out on the

ledge at the Esquire.
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