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Draw a line from the quote to the character who spoke it. 

Mentoring 
Ministry              

Orientation  
 

Sunday, April 13th                                 
3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

 

North Fellowship Hall�
RSVP for                          

childcare by April 6th 
 

Contact                                  
Regina Russell                    

for more information. 
777-7275                             

russelljr@alltel.net  



  After sixth grade my view of 
music changed dramatically.  I 
joined the school choir and sang 
every year until I graduated.   As 
I got into high school, a friend 
and I began playing guitar and 
singing together.  We also both 
got jobs working at a music 
store.  Rick Cochran, who 
owned the shop, hired my friend 
because he had talent.  He hired 
me because he got tired of me 
hanging around and doing noth-
ing.  It isn’t the greatest strategy 

for landing a job, but hey it 
worked for me. 
   Rick told both of us to learn 
how to play something on every 
instrument in the store.  To Rick 
it was pure business - he wanted 
us to show off the instruments so 
folks would buy them.  This is 
one of those things God used in 
my life, though.  I can play guitar 
fairly well, but I can also pick 
around passably on the banjo, 
bass, piano, mandolin,              
harmonica and piano because of 
that music store experience. 
   By the time I was ready to              
attend college I enjoyed singing 
and playing so much I decided 
to major in music education.  
God used the next four years 
helping me understand music 
rather than just perform it.  I am 
able to create the score sheets 
the band uses because of the 
classes in theory and ear            
training.  There were friends I 
played music with in college, 
too.  They helped me under-

stand much of what I know 
about performance. 
   After graduating from college I 
chose to spend a year                   
performing as a Christian                
musician Southeast Missouri.  
God used this time to teach me 
how to put bands together and 
how to arrange vocalists quickly 
and efficiently.  This time was 
also important to me because 
God introduced me to my wife 
during this year…woohoo! 
   For the next 12 years I pretty 
much concentrated on computer 
science – which is what I do at 
SBU.   I was also a member of 
the choir at First Baptist Church, 
too, which is where a guy 
named George Baker taught me 
more about organizing                       
rehearsals than I’d ever learned 
in college.  I also started playing 
some music with a couple of 
local Bolivar guys -- so local in 
fact that we named ourselves 
“Local 
Folks.”  
Perhaps 
you’ve 
seen us 
play some-
time. 

Continued from February 2008 

    March 8th  ~  At the Esquire 
Come and go anytime between 1-5 p.m. 

Movies are free. Concessions available and proceeds 
will go to the Esquire Relay for Life Team.                        

Kids must be accompanied by and adult. 


